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whose fortunes were desperate as his own There was Lentulus, who had been consul a few years before, and had been expelled from the Senate by the censors There was Cethegus, staggering under a mountain of debts There was Autronms, who had been unseated for bribery when chosen consul in 65 There was Manhus, once a distinguished officer in Sylla's army, and now a beggar Besides these were a number of senators, knights, gentlemen, and dissolute young patricians, whose theory of the world was that it had been created for them to take their pleasure in, and who found their pleasures shortened by emptiness of purse To them, as to their betters, the Empire was but a large dish out of which they considered that they had a right to feed themselves They were defrauded of their proper share, and Catiline was the person who would help them to it
Etruna was full of Sylla's disbanded soldiers, who had squandered their allotments, and were hanging about, unoccupied and starving Catiline sent down Manlius, then old officer, to collect as many as he could of them without attracting notice He himself, as the election day approached, and Cicero's year of office was drawing to an end, took up the character of an aiistoeratic demagogue, and asked for the suffrages of the people as the champion of the poor against the nch, as the friend of the wretched and oppressed, and those who thought themselves wretched and oppressed in Rome were so large a body, and so bitteily hostile weie they all to the prosperous classes, that his election was anticipated as a ceitainty In the Senate the consulship of Catiline was regarded as no less than an impending national calamity Marcus Cato, great-grandson of the Cen-10